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L I L L I A N OBERG SANDSTROM ANDERSON 
INTERVIEWED BY 
DEBRA ZEJLGLER 
JUNE 13. 1979 
Contantg ^ 
B l r t h d a t e and b i r t h p l a c e i p a r e n t ' s nauu^Sf b t b t h e r l . 
and s i s t e r s , who t h e y m a r r i e d , where they l l v e i 
f i r s t husband's name, wedding d a t e , d a t e h« diedf 
second husband's name and how long marrlad# 
How many c h i l d r e n b r o t h e r s and s l s t e r a h a v e i how 
s i s t e r s d l e d i where t h e y l i v e d when o h l l d i where 
she l i v e d w i t h f i r s t husband. 
C h i l d r e n ' s names and who t h e y marrled^ r w hei«||?hey 
l i v e I p a r e n t ' s wedding d a t e , where they wei^ i i a r r l e d f 
where she came from I n Swedeni where they l i v e d i 
when t h e y d i e d . ' 
Where mother worked I n Swedeni r e l a t i v e s i n j^lr^deni 
s c h o o l . C;' 
C h u r c h i b i r t h d a y p a r t l e s i s e wing c i r c l e s . J 
A u c t i o n s ! midsummer f e s t i v a l s ^ 
F i r s t weddlngi second weddlngi f i r s t husband^s 
d e a t h . . . • i^::-^);.' 
Age when husband d i e d ? husbands o c c u p a t i o n i l i f e 
on the farm. 
B r o t h e r ' s m u s i c a l groupi c h u r c h c h o i r i work I n 
Mass. 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h 
^ L i l l i a n Oberg Sandstrom Anderson 
by 
Debbie Z e i g l e r 
T h i s i s June 13, 1979* I'ni t a l k i n g to Mrs. L i l l i a n Oberg Sandstrom 
Anderson i n Stockholm on her farm up on North ^^ain H i l l . 
Q. How a r e you todny? 
A. J u s t f i n e . 
Q. Where were you born? 
A. I was born J u l y 30, 190/f i n New Sweden, Maine. 
Q. Who were your p a r e n t s ? 
A. Mr. and Mrs. Simon Oberg. 
Q. How many b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s d i d y o u have? • 
A. V/e were t w e l v e c h i l d r e n . 
Q. Can you t e l l me t h e i r names and b i r t h d a t e s ? 
A. Yes. Helen Oberg Anderson, she was m a r r i e d to G o t f r i d Anderson, born 
A p r i l 10, 1903. They l i v e d i n G a r d i n e r , Mass, th e y a r e now both 
deceased. Then I t ' s me, L i l l i a n Oberg Sandstrom Anderson, born J u l y 
30, 190i^. I l i v e i n Stockholm and I have seven c h i l d r e n . 
Q. Who d i d you marry? 
A. I m a r r i e d F r e d Sandstrom, he was born November 10, 1901. He died 
May 20, 19^7. We were m a r r i e d June 3 , 1925. Then I was m a r r i e d to 
C l a r e n c e Anderson and we've been m a r r i e d f o r 30 y e a r s on Monday. 
We d i d n ' t have any c h i l d r e n and we're l i v i n g h e r e on the same farm. 
Q. Who's the n e x t c h i l d i n the f a m i l y ? 
A. Roy, he was born August 3 , I906 i n New Sweden, he i s now l i v i n g i n 
G a r d i n e r , Mass. Arnold was born August 8, I 9 0 8 . He was married to 
H l l d u r Oberg and they l i v e d i n G a r d i n e r , Mass., and he's deceased. 
F l o r e n t i n e Oberg P e r k i n s , she was born August 17, 1910 i n New Sweden. 
She was m a r r i e d to Donald P e r k i n s , he was born i n Stockholm. They 
l i v e d i n Skowhegan, but she's deceased. R o s a l i n d was born J u l y 2 1 , 
1912 i n New Sweden, but she di e d October 9, 192i+. Amelia was born 
September 3 , 1916, and she died r i g h t a f t e r she was born. Roland • 
was born May 28, 19U^ i n New Sweden. He married E l i z a b e t h Jacobs 
of C a r i b o u , and they l i v e i n Skowhegan. He was a f a r m e r . Alvern 
was born December 2 1 , 1917. He was m a r r i e d to A l i d a R u s s e l l of 
F o r t K e n t . They have no c h i l d r e n and they l i v e i n G a r d i n e r , M^ss^ 
Alden was born December 12, 1920 a t New Sweden and he wasn't married. 
He worked i n G a r d i n e r , Mass. and he's dead now. E l b r i d g e was born 
May 22 , 1923 i n Now Sweden. He wnr; m a r r i e d to S y l v i a . D o r i s was 
born March I3, 1928 i n New Sweden. She i s m a r r i e d to John Barberchek. 
He i s from Conn, and t h a t ' s where they l i v e . He t r a v e l s a l o t , I 
don't know what he does. He goes to Germany and a l l o v e r . 
Q. Has she e v e r gone w i t h him? 
A» No, t h e y have f o u r c h i l d r e n . E l b r i d g e has n i n e c h i l d r e n , Roland had 
f o u r and F l o r e n t i n e had f o u r . • 
Q. F l o r e n t i n e d i e d e a r l y i n l i f e , d i d n ^ t she? 
A. Y e s , she d i e d i n an a c c i d e n t . They had a camp i n New B r u n s w i c k and 
she and another l a d y were gasrjed. They had a gas r e f r i g e r a t o r , and 
they were found dead i n the morning. Donald s u r v i v e d , t h e y didn't 
t h i n k he would, but he d i d . 
Q. How l o n g ago was t h a t ? 
A. About f o u r or f i v e y e a r s ago. 
Q. R o s a l i n d was k i l l e d i n an a c c i d e n t too, wasn't she? ' '^^  
A. She was p i c k i n g p o t a t o e s down to O l s o n s . She was on a load, and she 
jumped o f f to open the g a t e s and h e r f o o t caught i n a rope, and she 
went under the wheel. She was about t w e l v e y e a r s o l d and she l i v e d 
a v/eek a f t e r w a r d s . 
Q. Did you a l w a y s l i v e on a farm on E a s t Road? 
A. W e l l , they l i v e d on E a s t Road u n t i l t h e y moved up to Stockholm. 
Q. Where did you l i v e i n Stockholm? 
A. R i g h t down t h e r e by M e l f o r d S j o s t e d t ' s , down on S c h o o l S t r e e t . The 
house i s t o r n down now. 
Q. Did you l i v e t h e r e when you got married? 
.A. Yes. 
Q. Did the Oberg f a m i l y have a farm t h e r e ? V 
' A . NO, i t wasn't much of a farm. My f a t h e r used to work out on the r o a d 
and d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s . F r e d d i e and I moved up here on the old f o l k s 
f a r m , where we are now. 
Q. VJhen wer-e you mari\ied? 
A. 1925. We d i d n ' t move up here u n t i l j u s t b e f o r e Johnny was b o r n . He 
i s t h i r t y seven now. V/'e moved up l i e r c the f i r s t of A p r i l and he was 
born the f i r s t of May. 
Q. You used to l i v e i n a l i t t l e house over t h e r e ? 
A. Yos, Buddy v\/as born Lhoro. 
Q. V/ho are your c h i l d r e n ? 
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A* I have seven c h i l d r e n , t h i r t y f i v e g r a n d c h i l d r e n , and about seven 
g r e a t g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 
Q. T h a t ' s q u i t e a fev^ / p a i r s of m i t t e n s , 
A. T h a t ' s r i g h t , a t C h r i s t m a s I don't know how many p a i r I k n i t . 
My c h i l d r e n a r e : L i l l i a n m a r r i e d George C u r r i e from Gardiner, 
Mass. and they have f i v e c h i l d r e n . V i v i a n m a r r i e d John M e t t l t t and 
they l i v e i n Bangor, they have s i x c h i l d r e n . Buddy married B l r d i n a 
Olivenbaum, they l i v e i n Stockholm and have f o u r c h i l d r e n . J e r r y 
m a r r i e d G l o r i a Bedard from Skowhegan. He v;as i n the s e r v i c e and met 
her i n G a r d i n e r , Mass., she was a n u r s e . They have s i x c h i l d r e n , 
t h e y have t r i p l e t s . He was i n the s e r v i c e f o r twenty s i x y e a r s , he's 
r e t i r e d now. He i s coming up here to take o v e r the farm and they're 
going to b u i l d a house. Norma m a r r i e d Gordon Sund from Gardiner, 
Mass. They used to l i v e t h e r e , but they moved up h e r e . She i s a 
nurse i n the C a r i b o u h o s p i t a l . F r e d e r i c k l i v e s i n New Sweden. He 
m a r r i e d G l o r i a Johnson from New Sweden and they have f i v e c h i l d r e n . 
Johnny m a r r i e d Donna Weber from Conn. They have s i x childrehi'-
He's got h i s own f a c t o r y , so he i s a m a c h i n i s t . • ' \
Q. What does Buddy do f o r work? ' ' ' 
A. He i s a farmer and he has got a d a i r y . 
Q. Can you t e l l me w4ien your p a r e n t s were m a r r i e d and w^here they came 
from? 
A. My f a t h e r was from New Sweden, he was a f a r m e r . He went to Gardiner, 
Mass. to l o o k f o r v/ork, he was q u i t e young t h e n . He met my mother i n 
M i l f o r d , M,'-iss. and ohe came from Sweden. She was s e v e n t e e n y e a r s o l d . 
Q. Do you know when she came over? 
A. She was s e v e n t e e n , I don't know the y e a r . 
Q. Do you know where i n Sweden? ^ 
A. L i n k o p i t i i g i . She met my f a t h e r i n M i l f o r d and t h e y were married October 
5, 1901. They l i v e d t h e r e for- a w h i l e , Helen was born i n G a r d i n e r . 
Then t h e y decided to come to New Sweden to t a k e over the farm. That's 
where the r e s t of the k i d s were born. 
Q. You were born i n the same house your f a t h e r was born i n ? 
A. Yes. They l i v e d t h e r e and l a t e r on they moved to Stockholm. Two of 
the c h i l d r e n were born i n Stockholm. 
Q. How o l d was your f a t h e r when he d i e d ? 
A. He was n i n e t y t h r e e y e a r s o l d . 
Q. How old was your mother when she died? 
A. She was s i x t y , she was young. She d i e d May 2 3 , 19i4l. 
Q* Did she ever t e l l you s t o r i e s about Sweden? 
A. Well, she used to work on a boat on a c a n a l . She was a w a i t r e s s . T h i ^ 
was funny, when H e l e n , my s i s t e r , went to Sweden a few y e a r s ago, about 
a y e a r b e f o r e she di.ed, she met t h r e e of my mother's s i s t e r s . They were 
out r i d i n g one day and they went r i g h t by the c a n a l where my mother 
used to work. One of them s a i d , " T h i s i s where your mother worked when 
she was a g i r l . " 
Q. You have l o t s of r e l a t i v e s i n Sweden? 
A. Q u i t e a few. 
Q. Do you w r i t e to them? 
A. No. 
Q. V/ould y o u l i k e to go and s e e them? 
A. I t would be k i n d o f f u n . . , 
Q. Do you t a l k a l o t of Swedish? . ' 
A. Oh, y e s . I can r e a d Swedish and I c a n t a l k i t . 
Q. Did your mother t e a c h you? 
A. W e l l , when v/e were k i d s , a l l we sx)Oke was Swedish. When we went to 
s c h o o l , we d i d n ' t even know E n g l i s h . We l e a r n e d E n g l i s h i n s c h o o l . 
Q. Did you go to s c h o o l i n Stockholm? 
A. No, New Sv/eden on E a s t Koad. 
Q. Did you go to h i g h s c h o o l ? 
A. No, t h a t ' s why I'm not v e r y smart. 
Q. You had to l e a r n E n g l i s h I n s c h o o l , d i d you s t i l l y speak Swedish at 
home? *t 
A. Yes, a l l the time. 
Q. Did your mother e v e r l e a r n to speak E n g l i s h ? 
A. Oh^ y e s . Of c o u r s e , as we grew up, i t was m o s t l y E n g l i s h and i n l a t e r 
y e a r s , i t was a l l E n g l i s h . We t a l k e d Swedish too, but i t was mostly ,^  
E n g l i s h . 
Q. Did your f i r s t husband t a l k Swedish? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Some of your c h i l d r e n must have l e a r n e d i t . 
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A» Some of them can t ^ l k Swedish, they u n d e r s t a n d i t but the younger ones 
don't. ' ^ 
Q. What ch u r c h d i d you go to? 
A. B a p t i s t . My f a t h e r and mother belonged to t h e B a p t i s t Church I n New 
Sweden. We went to the B a p t i s t Sunday S c h o o l , but now we go to the 
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h . 
Q. Did you change when you got m a r r i e d ? 
A. Y e s , I don't know how I s t a r t e d going to the L u t h e r a n Church, i t was 
h a n d i e r or something. 
Q. V/as h i s f a m i l y L u t h e r a n ? 
A. Y es. 
Q. C l a r e n c e i s L u t h e r a n too? ' ' ^^"-^^j/' :. 
A. Y e s . . : 
Q. What do you remember about the B a p t i s t Church back then? Did they have 
b i g b i r t h d a y p a r t i e s ? r- i. • 
A. Not i n the c h u r c h . I can remember when I was a k i d , every Sunday 
t h e r e was a b i r t h d a y p a r t y somewhere i n the neighborhood* Everybody 
came w i t h a cak e , I ca n ' t remember them b r i n g i n g s q u a r e s . Everyone • 
had a w o n d e r f u l t i m e . 
Q. T h e r e was a l o t of people t h e r e ? 
A. Oh„ y e s . There was n o t h i n g e l s e to do i n those days, but c e l e b r a t e 
e v e r y b o d y ' s b i r t h d a y s . 
Q. Did t h e y e t e r have p l a y s or pageants i n the B a p t i s t Church? 
A. Not t h a t I can remember. 
Q. Did you ever come to b i r t h d a y p a r t i e s i n Stockholm? 
Ai Not t h e n , because I d i d n ' t know anybody i n Stockholm. -
Q. Did you go v/hen you moved up here? 
A. I can't remember t h a t I d i d . We used to have sewing c i r c l e s that I 
can remember. V/e used to take our k i d s and go to the sewing c i r c l e s ^ 
and have g r e a t b i g c o f f e e p a r t i e s . They used to cook and have so much 
to e a t . We would b r i n g a l l our k i d s . 
Q. V^hat would the k i d s do when you were sewing? 
A. W e l l , we d i d n ' t sew, they would g i v e i t to us and we would take i t 
home and sew. The k i d s played o u t s i d e . -^^Z 
Q. Vihere d i d you have the sewing c i r c l e s ? ' * I ^- • 
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A# I n the homes. 
Q. Did i t matter which c h u r c h you belonged to or d i d each church have t h e i r 
own? . 
A. The c h u r c h e s had d i f f e r n e t ones, but you c o u l d go to which one you 
wanted to.. ' - ; 
Q. What k i n d of s t u f f d i d you sew? 
A. Aprons, m o s t l y . [ • . 
Q. Did you s e l l them? 
A. They used to have an a u c t i o n , and people would come and buy them. I t 
v/as k i n d of f u n . 
Q. What o t h e r t h i n g s d i d the church do? • 
A. They had Sunday S c h o o l . L a t e r y e a r s when I got o l d e r , 1 can remember 
young people's meetings. We l i v e d up f a r away from the church, we had 
to w a l k . 
Q. How f a r d i d you l i v e away from the church? 
A. From E a s t Road up to the C a p i t o l . We used to walk r i g h t up the h i l l 
through the woods and came out by the p a r k . The Midsummer f e s t i v a l s 
used to be the most w o n d e r f u l t h i n g s t h a t e v e r happened to us.^iWe 
dressed up i n the b e s t c l o t h e s we owned, and we walked to churchi 
They used to have a May p o l e , s e l l homemade i c e cream, play games 
around the May pole. V/e used to t h i n k t h a t .was the most wonderful 
t h i n g t h a t e v e r happened to us. 
Q. Were there a l o t of people t h e r e ? 
A. Very. T h e r e was a l o t of people, ef.erybody used to come. 
•Q. Did they have a band? 
A. Oh, y e s , the New Sweden band used to p l a y . 
Q. They danced Sv/edish dances, d i d n ' t they? : 
A. I can't remember t h a t . ' ' 
Q. They had a l o t of food? 
A. They had booths where you c o u l d buy food, they had them r i g h t outdoors. 
Q. Did t h e y have b i g weddings back then? 
A. I c a n ' t remember t h a t . 
Q. Where were you f i r s t m a r r i e d ? 
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A# The f i r s t time I was married, E l s i e and A l b e r t , and FreddleViantJ'%t went • 
to Caribou and were married. We had never been i n t h a t church before/ 
Q. What church? ' • JC < ' ' ^ 
A# I thinkthe Congregrational Church i n Caribou. We j u s t went d6iii^ ,rt"there . 
and got married. • 
Q. Where were you and Cl a r e n c e married? 
A. I n the Lutheran Church. . 
Did you have a wedding? 
A. No, j u s t a few people. 
Q. Do you remember the day F r e d e r i c k died? 
A. Very w e l l . The young people were going to have^ l^t: ^ouri^ 
meeting. They were s i t t i n g around the t a b l e planning what'p^^ 
going to do that n i g h t . The telephone rang and they were woA i^i|a|trjg^ >^;f«*v 
i f I had seen him. They went f i s h i n g the night before to fij^'^Vsiarf^^ 
and they didn't come home that n ight. He s a i d when he left' -
worry i f they didn't come home, they might s t a y a t the camp^ i^ n^cf ?cc;(me:^  
home the next day, so I didn't worry. That night a big stbrmt\"<^ #^ up| 
a l o t of wind and i t kind of bothered rae, but i n the morning'A^J^wAa ^ 
f o r g o t t e n . A neighbor came and a s k e d l f they had;-Come>;.h9^^^[F^^ 
r a i n e d so much, ,they couldn't work i n the f i e l d s ^ s6'?r''"sS01<3^M 
ably decided to sta y and f i s h some more. Around three o ' c l p c j j l f K i a t ' ^ 
afternoon i s when Gunnar Sandstrom c a l l e d and asked i f I h6d?!pVen '^ ' 
Freddie and I s a i d , "No, haven't you?" He s a i d no, he had :seeJt^Vthe 
c a r and found the boat, but he didn't t e l l me. Then about/; .f4y0^ '& 
f i v e t h i r t y , h i s f a t h e r came d r i v i n g up and I knew s o m e t h i n g ' 
happened because he drove so f a s t , I thought he was going* rlg|xv |throu^ 
the barn. They had been caught i n the storm and they had a-§mM^> , 4/: 
boat,, they didn't have a chance. There were three of them t^at idrb.wi: ^ 
' They were' F r e d d i e , Verner S j o s t e d t and Paul Boutot of Stockholm^f • • v 
Q. How long was i t before you remarried? A • 
A> A couple of y e a r s . I n 19^9. '^ •' 
Q. When d i d yc- • meet (-." a r e n c e ? . . 
I--! a l : my l i f e ; . He had a farm up i n C a l i f o r n i a , ^ h e l i v e d A. V'V 11, T knew h i - i "^^  
a;.' i l i u r e . 
Q. C a l i l o i u l a i.o 'ro n o r t h , i " -^.sr.'L the s t a t e . 
1.^  A. Yes, .n t)i(i woo'.,ii. I^'reddie and him were good friends.H^.v'^as 
j u . t -3 x'-rmcr ^'.'lat used " t r s"f"op i n once i n a whi l e when he i.i^erit ^ .to • ^  
town. When V e'.Mie d i e d , he came and helped us, he took ,:bVei*^  an d'^ t^ " 
helped'us ^ ' ^ I f r , M-e work. Buddy \rO a l o t , but he was young j • ho iii'eeded 
g u i o - A C e . ... iv-l'^ r 
Q. Hov' Ola V; ?.s Juo^:y i^iien h i s f r t l i e r d i e d ? :' 
A. I t h i n i uf. wf.t: aboi't ej.rV cov-n. . ;.. 
,Q. How o l d were you? 
A. I was f o r t y t h r e e and 1 had seven c h i l d r e n . 
Q. You have been m a r r i e d to C l a r e n c e f o r t h i r t y y e a r s nov/. 
A. Yes, 
q. Did F r e d d i e grow p o t a t o e s ? -
A# Yes, he was a f a r m e r , he had a n i i r i a l s on the farm too. 
Q. C l a r e n c e i s a ;:'Otato farmer too? 
A. Y e s . 
Q. You've been a farm w i f e a l l your l i f e ? 
A. Y e s , I ' v e been a farm housewife a l l my l i f e . I was born on a f a r m , 
l i v e d on a farm, and I l o v e d the farm. -
'Q. V/hat do you l i k e about the farm? 
A. I l i k e i t i n the s p r i n g when e v e r y t h i n g s t a r t s to grow, and I l i k e i t 
i n the f a l l . T h e r e ' s l o t s of h a r d work, l o t s of good work. I t ' s a 
good p l a c e to b r i n g up c h i l d r e n . 
Q. Do you t h i n k so? 
A. I t ' s the b e s t . 
Q. Do you t h i n k f a r m i n g methods have changed? 
A. Oh,, y e s , I t h i n k so. They d i d n ' t put a l l t h a t p o i s o n on the l a n d l i k e 
they do now. They d i d n ' t put weed k i l l e r on the p o t a t o e s . The k i d s 
had to get out t h e r e w i t h a hoe and hoe the p o t a t o e s and d i g up the 
weeds. 
Q. Did you e v e r p i c k mustard? \ 
A. Oh, y e s , sometime i n my l i t e . We (U)n' t have mustard on t h i s f arm. 
We have n e v e r had any mustard. . -
Q. How b i g i s t h i s farm? 
A. Oh, 1 don't know how many a c r e s . I t ' s q u i t e a b i g farm. I t ' s a n i c e 
farm, one of t h e b e s t . I ' v e picked a l o t of p o t a t o e s i n my day. I t ^ ' s 
a good I l a c e to b r i n ; '.xp c h i l d r e n , they l e a r n to v/ork, i t keeps them 
o u t of iri I s0 i e f . 
Q.. When yo' worked oh the farm, what time did you get up on an a v e r a g e day? 
A . Aroun^^ . ^ l A o ' ^ ^ • - . i inos e a r l i e r and sometimes l a t e r . 
Q. T . i a t wd^ cH /on/ <iay^  'thou - j i . 
A# Y e s , i t ' s not bad. I get up a t s i x o ' c l o c k now. 
Q. Your b r o t h e r E l v i e , i s i n a m u s i c a l group, i s n ' t he? 
A. Y e s . 
Q. Can you t e l l me a l i t t ] . e about t h a t ? 
A. V / e l l , t h e r e ' s a bunch of them t h a t goes around and p l a y s . They 
s i n g g o s p e l songs. 
^ Q. V/hat's the name of t h e i r group? 
A. I ' don't know the name of i t . I t ' s on the r e c o r d . 
Q. Do you p l a y an i n s t r u m e n t ? 
A. No. ; . 
Q. But you s i n g i n the chu r c h c h o i r ? . • ; 
A. Yes, I s i n g a l i t t l e , but I don't p l a y a n y t h i n g . • •'v 
Q. You used to work i n Mass., d i d n ' t you? 
A. Y e s , I worked t h e r e a couple of w i n t e r s b e f o r e I was m a r r i e d * . f 
Q. What did you do down t h e r e ? ^ 
A. Housework. T h a t ' s a l l I could do. 
Q. Do you have your mother's n a t u r a l i z a t i o n p apers or a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t ? 
A. No. I have never seen them, I don't know i f she had any, but she must 
have. 
Q. She voted,, d i d n ' t she? 
A. I don*t know t h a t e i t h e r . I can't remember anyl^ody v o t i n g i n tjjose 
d a y s , when I was a k i d . They must have, but I ck)n't remember. 
0. Did you e v e r vote? 
A. Not u n t i l I came up to Stockholm. 
Q. How o l d v;ere you when you cam.e to Stockholm? 
A. I must have been s t y t r e P * ^ 
Q. Do you hav6. S^^JrVi^ov^ eLr e you would l i k e to t e l l me? 
A. No, I canH^ i ~ h i n (c c;f "".tiinr.. I suppose I c o u l d r a t t l e on f o r e v e r * 
Q. Thank you \j erf if\Ocl\^ L ( l / i e . 
A. You'r w e l ^ C / n e . 
• End 
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